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The Russian Army participated in the Spanish Civil War under the name of "volunteers”. Although
in relatively small number (less than 700). they operated Soviet-made T-26 and BT tanks fought for the
Republicans. Valuable experiences were learnt in the battiefielddespite superior firepower and
maneuverability, Russian tanks also expressed their weakness in defensive capability,. Many issues were
found in actions - they were easily fell victim to anti-tank weapons, also lack of effective inter-vehicle
communication system, as well as limited forward-looking view and inappropriate armour arrangements.

In November 1937, a new assignment was given to the KhPZ factory in Kharkov. The Russian
Army will need a new replacement for BT tanks to deploy as quickly as possible. The Christie chassis,
with superior cross-field capability, was adopted. Designated A-20, the prototype tank had an 8x6-wheel
convertible drive, which allowed it to operate without caterpillar tracks. Various of armaments and armours
were installed. By 1939, based on experience learnt from Soviet-Finnish War, complicated wheel convertible
system was relinquished to save up space so that thicker armours and heavier armaments can be carried.
The new prototype tank, designated A-34, was demonstrated in Moscow in March 1940. Mass production
was introduced in June after some shoricomings were corrected, and it was formally designated T-34.

The T-34 equipped with well-sloped armour, rear-driving systems, which saved up space for transmission
axis, resulting a lower height. Benefited from large diameter road wheels plus wide tracks, the T-34 had
higher cross-field speed and lower ground pressure. With equipped a 76.2mm cannon, the T-34 was able
to confront German Army Il and IV tanks, which came with relative weaker firepower.

To escape German’ s invasion of Russia, many factories were moving to inland, also due to lack of
material as well as simplified mass production procedure, the T-34s were different from one to another.
Keeping easy for mass production in its original design, and integrated with various advantages, the
T-34 won a reputation of ‘the weapon that change the war . It was at perfect balance among attack,
defense and mobility. Its evolutionary development led directly to subsequent tanks.
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Color list: ZEH| €
Brand Gunze Sangyo Life
Color Hobby Color|Mr.Color|Mr.Color Spray HumbrolRevell Colo
Russian green(1) % & & C-135
Russian green(?) &5 & & C-136 UA91
Steel B H-18 C-28 |J-28 53 91 LC76
Tire black EHPBR R H-77 C-33+C-62 85 302 [LCO2
Red T H-3 Cc-3 |J-3 19 31 LC56
Flat white JH It -11 C-62 |J-62 34 05 LCO1
Flat black JHYE B H-12 C-33 |J-33 33 8
Brass = iR H-9 C-9 [J-9 54 92 |LC75
Aluminum A MC-218 27001-6|99
Silver R H-8 cC-8 |J-8 11 90 LC74
Orange }E H-14 C-59 18 30 LC55
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© Voronezh Front, Kursk salient, February 1943.
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Panzergrenadier-Division Brandenburg, East Prussia, January 1945,
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